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Press statement ‘ssued by the Coord'natng Comm'ttees of the Iraq” Democrat'c Movement Abroad

No to the Suppress’on of C'v'l Freedoms 'n Iraq

In our wounded country, c'v'c act'v'sts ‘nclud'ng young people and
students, along w'th a broad spectrum of the Iraq” people, have been
com'ng out 'n peaceful demonstrat'ons and a popular protest movement,
protected by the const'tut'on and the law, to demand change and reform,

to get r'd of the system based on sectar'an quotas, el'm'nate corrupt'on, ach’eve soc'al ‘ust'ce and defeat terror'sm.

But rogue m'l't'as and the'r supporters among rul'ng pol't'cal part'es
perce've th's popular protest movement as a threat to the'r ‘nterests
that are assoc'ated w'th corrupt'on and the system based on sectar'an
quota. They have resorted to old methods of 'nt'm'dat'ng the people to

prevent them from ra’s'ng the'r vo'ces aga'nst 'n‘'ust'ce and corrupt’on.

What happened on 8th May 2017 was 'ndeed a return to the pract'ces of

Saddam@s d'ctator'al reg'me ‘n suppress'ng the honest vo'ces.

In the

early hours of Monday 8th May, three veh'cles carry'ng an outlaw armed
group passed through all the checkpo'nts, w'thout number plates, towards
the Battaw'yeen area 'n central Baghdad, wh'ch ‘s protected by the
secur'ty forces. Th's armed group k'dnapped seven young students and
c'vlactv'sts 'nclud’ng a ‘ournal’st, who have been act've 'n peaceful
protests and 'n the defence of the r'ghts of students on un'vers'ty

campus, 'n order to s'lence and ‘nt'm’'date them. The abductees are:
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- Abdullah Latf Fara’ll ( correspondent of the newspaper @Tareeq Al-Shaab@ )

- Ahmed Na@eem Ruwa' &’

- Heydar Nash’ Hassan

- AI' Husse'n Shnawa

- Samer Amer Mousa

- Zad Yehya

- Hamza Youn's

The k'dnapp'ngs, assass'nat'ons and ‘'ntm‘dat'on by unknown gunmen
backed by ‘nfluental part'es, harm the prest'ge of the Iraq’ state and
‘ts government and underm'ne the cred’bl'ty of th’s government 'n

protect'ng the homeland.

We, 'n the Coord'nat'ng Comm'ttees of the Iraq’ Democrat'c Movement
Abroad, call for the ' mmedate release of the k'dnapped, and hold the
Iraq’ government headed by the Prme M'n’ster respons’ble for the'r
safety and return to the'r fam'l'es. We demand that they ensure that
weapons are only held by the state, and those who v'olate the law are

brought to account.

We also call upon the ‘nternat'onal commun'ty to
put pressure on the Iraq” government and 'ts part'es to guarantee human

r'ghts of express’'on, thought and op'n’on for all Irag’s.
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No to terror'sm.. No to crmes.. Yes to the freedom of thought and op'n‘on

The Coord'nat'ng Comm'ttees of the Iraq” Democrat'c Movement Abroad

"Iraq deserves the best"
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http://www.idu.net/mod.php?mod=news&modfile=item&itemid=38914

